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St. Hedwig
(Swigta Jadwiga Slaska in Polish)
was born in Bavaria, Germany in 1174,
She married Duke Henry of Silesia (now
southern Poland/northern Czech
Republic) who later became duke of
greater Poland. Together they had seven
children and lived pious, prayerful lives.
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Hedwig personally cared for the sick
and poor, including lepers. Though she
was a prominent figure, she practiced
humility and poverty, often walking
barefoot through the snow, carrying her
shoes under her arm to give them to a
poor person. She used her fortune to
help and educate the poor, and to build
a convent. She died in a convent on
October 15, 1243 and was canonized
in 1266. There were many reports of
miracles after her death.

St. Elizabeth of Hungary was her niece.
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St. Hedwig is often depicted carrying a
church, symboling the convent she
founded and/or the gift of her fortune to
the church.
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{ details of the Sr. Hedwig window )
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